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State Representative Gary Niles Kimble, D-Missoula, assistant professor of Native 
American studies at the University of Montana, said Wednesday, March 3, at UM that, in 
theory, it may be the right of Indians to use water as they see fit, regardless of the 
people downstream. 
Kimble, at the morning session of a symposium concerning Indian water rights, spoke 
about the "Implications of the Winters Doctrine and similar cases" in a 20-minute talk 
and a half-hour question-answer session Wednesday. 
on 
"The Winters Doctrine recognizes Indian water rights/ (Indian) reservation land as 
reserved by treaty for agricultural uses and future uses by the Indians," Kimble said. 
According to Kimble, who is a lawyer, the cases in conflict about water rights at 
this time involve the question of whether the Indians can use the water for purposes other 
than irrigation and to lease or sell the water to non-Indians. 
"In theory," Kimble said, "the Indians could use the water for any use before and 
after the signing of a treaty." 
Kimble also stated that non-Indian farmers and ranchers have the same water rights as 
the Indians when they purchase land on a reservation--they cannot be forced off the land 
through the tool of water rights. 
In response to questions raised by persons in the audience, Kimble remarked that the 
Indians are now beginning to use the "inherent powers" which involve water rights and other 
civil regulations and jurisdictions on the reservations, and they have a right to use 
those powers. 
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Kimble was challenged with several controversial questions from the audience involving 
water rights and other current issues involving Indians in Montana. 
"If you start working with the Indians instead of against them," Kimble said, ''then 
we might have a more efficient government." 
The UM School of Forestry sponsored the Indian Water Rights symposium in conjunction 
with various Montana Indian reservations; the National Congress of American Indians; the 
UM Department of Native American Studies; Montanans Opposing Discrimination; the Montana 
State Natural Resources Agency, and the Office of Solicitor for Indian Affairs, U.S. 
Department of the Interjor, Washington, D.C. 
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